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The story of Darwin’s voyage of the Bea-
gle is familiar from his book, Journal or 
researches, and from his correspondence 
and other published manuscripts. But an-
other record exists that has remained almost 
unknown until recently. Darwin’s pocket 
field notebooks reveal the intimate day-by-
day life of Darwin as a practicing naturalist 
in the field, in the saddle, and on the way to 
becoming a highly experienced naturalist 
and theorist. The specimens and evidence 
that eventually convinced Darwin that life 
evolves were first recorded in these remark-
able documents. They throw new light and 
detail on one of the most remarkable expedi-
tions in the history of science.
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