
VALEDICTORIAN PROFILE  
Dr Lena Lui Wai Yi

Lena graduates with a PhD in Physics from the Faculty of Science. 
A recipient of the NUS Research Scholarship and the Singapore 
Millennium Foundation PhD Scholarship, she has published several 

papers in internationally recognized scientific journals like Applied Physics Letters, 
as well as presented her research at international conferences. One of her projects 
was judged the best poster award at the International Conference on Materials for 
Advanced Technologies (ICMAT) in 2007. She also served as a member in the 
postgraduate student committee of A*STAR’s Institute of Materials Research and 
Engineering, and has represented Singapore and NUS in the 1st ever HOPE meeting 
held in Tsukuba Japan in 2008. 

VALEDICTORIAN PROFILE  
Mr Cedric Tan Kai Wei

Cedric graduates with 1st Class Honours in Life Sciences, with a 
concentration in Biology. For his excellent academic achievements, 
Cedric has been awarded book prizes, scholarships and has been placed 

on the Dean’s List five times in four years.  During his third year, he participated in the 
Global Clinic Programme, a joint research programme between NUS and Harvey Mudd 
College involving students from multidisciplinary backgrounds. He led the team to clinch 
the Outstanding Undergraduate Researcher Prize.  

Cedric is equally outstanding in his co-curricular pursuits; he choreographed and danced 
for NUS Dance Synergy, was active in NUS Science Rag and played the alto clarinet 
for the NUS Wind Symphony. As a mentor in the Special Programme in Science, he 
guided his charges to win the Best Presentation awards during SPS conferences.  As a 
member of Toddycats (NUS Conservation Group), Cedric helped educate the public on 
conservation. His leadership roles included positions as Finance Head for NUS Dance 
Synergy, Logistics Head for SPS, Property Manager for NUS Wind Symphony and Team 
Leader of project groups in multiple modules. 

After graduation, Cedric will do his PhD on sexual conflict in red jungles fowls at the 
University of Oxford. He aspires to be an ecologist who brings about awareness on the 
need for conservation and creating a sustainable environment. 

speaker PROFILE  
Dr Steve Lai
Chief Executive Officer, PSB Academy Pte Ltd

Dr Steve Lai is an 
Industrial Chemist by 
training and obtained 

his first degree and PhD from the 
Loughborough University of Technology, 
UK. He also completed post-doctoral 
research programme on natural 
product synthesis at the University of 
Nottingham and is a chartered chemist 
and member of the Royal Institute of 
Chemistry (MRIC). Before joining the 
former Singapore Institute of Standards 
and Industrial Research (SISIR) in 1985, 
he spent over 6 years in industrial R&D 
working in the field of drug discovery 
at GD Searle, UK and pharmaceutical 
quality assurance at Pfizer Central 
Research, UK. Since then, Dr. Lai 
has held key portfolios in managing 
multimillion dollar UNDP programmes 
in SISIR. As part of this work, Dr Lai 
has been involved directly in various 
technology transfer programmes with 
major metrology, testing and technology 
institutions, universities and companies 
in US, Europe, Japan and China. 

Dr Lai is a board member of several 
local and regional organizations. He was 
the Vice President of the Asia Network 
Forum and Member of the Industry 
Committee, Singapore Environmental 
Council. He is also a Member of the 

Advisory Committee for School of 
Engineering, Republic Polytechnic 
Singapore. In 1995, he received the 
Singapore Ministry of the Environment’s 
Green Leaf Award (Individual) for his 
contributions to Eco-labelling and the 
environmental movement. In1997, he 
received the Silver Public Service Award.

Dr. Lai was appointed Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer of PSB Corporation 
on 1 April 2001. Prior to this, he was 
General Manager (Technology & 
Quality Assurance) of its predecessor the 
Singapore Productivity and Standards 
Board (PSB). In March 2006, PSB 
Corporation became part of the German 
TÜV SÜD Group and Dr Lai was 
appointed Deputy CEO of TÜV SÜD 
PSB Corporation, responsible for the 
entire technology business operations. 
In 2007, Dr Lai was appointed the 
CEO of PSB Technologies Pte Ltd and 
more recently also as CEO of the PSB 
Academy Pte Ltd.

He continues to take a keen interest in 
natural product chemistry, the environ-
mental movement and the translation of 
R&D into applied technology and prod-
ucts in industry.


