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Hawaii has been the recipient of numerous 
biotic introductions into its freshwater, 
estuarine, and marine systems for more than 
a century and a half.  Freshwater introduction 
have been recognized for many years.  
Introductions into marine and estuarine 
regions have only recently been investigated.  
More than 300 species of plants and animals 
are now reported from Hawaii’s marine and 
estuarine systems.  Many of these species 
were originally intentionally introduced, 
mainly for potential commercial and stock 
enhancement purposes.  Several of them 
have become aggressively invasive. 
Pathways, problems, and management are 
discussed. 
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