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Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka & Tropical Ecosystem Research Network

Sri Lanka, though small in size, is a biodiversity hotspot rich in 
endemic species, including iconic large mammals like elephants 
and leopards. The island's diverse habitats—from cloud forests 
to dry plains—support this unique wildlife, but growing human 
activity is threatening their survival. Habitat loss, deforestation, 
encroachment, poaching, climate change, and weak 
enforcement of laws have escalated human- wildlife conflict. 
The Sri Lankan elephant and leopard are facing a crisis. Each 
year, around 400 or more elephants die, with causes ranging 
from electrocution, gunshot wounds to railway accidents. 
Leopards, often caught in snares or targeted due to livestock 
predation and fear of their presence, are also under threat. As 
the apex species, their decline poses serious ecological 
consequences. Over the past 12 years, my team and I, in 
collaboration with several universities and organizations*, have 
conducted research on the ecology and behavior of these 
species in protected areas and the nature of their interactions 
with people in human-dominated landscapes. Our work 
combines scientific data collection, education, outreach, 
capacity building, and habitat enrichment. Findings underscore 
the need for maintaining habitat connectors, strengthening law 
enforcement, ending the bushmeat trade, and enhancing public 
awareness. Empowering communities through coexistence 
training and conservation education remains central to our 
mission to protect Sri Lanka’s extraordinary wildlife.

*These will be acknowledged in the presentation.
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