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When innovations arise in human societies, they can
spread rapidly through social networks to form new
adaptive cultures––a vital component of our success
as a species. A long history of research has now
established that other animals can also express
innovative behaviours and exhibit long-lasting cultural
traits. But can these be similarly important
determinants of responses to novel and changing
environments? My work uses approaches that include
wild experiments, citizen science, and GPS- tracking
to ask how behaviour spreads through social
networks and establish as new cultural traits, and
how these cultures can change in response to social
and environmental drivers. Here, I summarize how my
research has addressed these questions, comparing
and contrasting two avian systems, great tits (Parus
major) and urban sulphur-crested cockatoos (Cacatua
galerita). I finish by discussing how these processes
can promote successful adaption to urbanisation, but
can also give rise to human-wildlife conflict.
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