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Ecological light pollution is one of the 
fastest growing environmental pollutants 
that has broad ranging consequences for 
life. I will base my talk on the concept of the 
baby, the wolf and the silver bullet. First, I 
will outline the importance of natural light 
cycles as drivers of biological process (the 
baby). I will then discuss the myriad ways 
that light pollution affects ecology (the 
wolf) with a focus on research that has 
been conducted in the Urban Light Lab. This 
will include how light pollution influences 
physiology, behaviour and life history 
processes as well as it’s broader impact on 
community structure and biodiversity. I will 
conclude by considering how humans might 
solve (mostly likely mitigate) the problem of 
light pollution in a world that is so 
dependent on nighttime illumination (the 
silver bullet). 
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